
  

Questioning The Lord
March 19, 2023

The Fourth Sunday of Lent



People are prepared for everything except for the fact that beyond the darkness of their 
blindness there is a great light. They are prepared to go on breaking their backs plowing the 
same old field until the cows come home without seeing, until they stub their toes on it, that 
there is a treasure buried in that field rich enough to buy Texas. They are prepared for a 
God who strikes hard bargains but not for a God who gives as much for an hour’s work as 
for a day’s. They are prepared for a mustard-seed kingdom of God no bigger than the eye of 
a newt but not for the great banyan it becomes with birds in its branches singing Mozart. 
They are prepared for the potluck supper at First Presbyterian but not for the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, and when the bridegroom finally arrives at midnight with vine leaves in 
his hair, they turn up with their lamps to light him on his way all right only they have 
forgotten the oil to light them with and stand there with their big, bare, virginal feet 
glimmering faintly in the dark.

- Frederick Buechner, Telling the Truth: The Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy and Fairy Tale

Readings for the coming week
These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use them along with your worship guide 
as resources for readings, prayers and hymns. Set in the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), a schedule of daily Bible 
readings in accord with the Church year, these scripture readings are designed around a three-year cycle that will  
take you through the Old Testament once, the New Testament twice, and the Psalms frequently.

Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings copyright © 2005.  
Consultation on Common Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission.

Psalm Old Testament New Testament

Monday, March 20th  Psalm 146 Isaiah 59:9-19 Acts 9:1-20

Tuesday the 21st  Psalm 146 42:14-21 Colossians 1:9-14

Wednesday, 22nd  Psalm 146 Isaiah 60:17-22 Matthew 9:27-34

Thursday the 23rd  Psalm 130 Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8-3:3 Revelation 10:1-11

Friday the 24th  Psalm 130 Ezekiel 33:10-16 Romans 3:21-31

Saturday the 25th Psalm 130 Ezekiel 36:8-15 Revelation 11:15-19

MEDITATION



Second City Church is a community that exists 
to worship the Triune God  

and to celebrate, in word and deed, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Harrisburg.

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We hope this guide will help you participate 
in our service. If you have any questions about our worship, faith, or how you can be a 
part of our mission to serve God and neighbor in Harrisburg, be sure to talk to our 
pastor. If you would like to indicate your presence to us, please fill out the form on the 
back page of this bulletin and place it in the offering plate.

WELCOME



Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Philippians 1:2 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! 
O Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord 
more than watchmen for the morning, 
more than watchmen for the morning. 

Psalm 130:1-2. 5-6

Gathering Hymn -Come Ye Sinners

Come ye sinners poor and needy
weak and wounded sick and sore
Jesus ready stands to save you
full of pity   love and pow’r
  
Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome
God’s free bounty glorify
True belief and true repentance
Every grace that brings you nigh

Let not conscience make you linger
Nor of fitness fondly dream
All the fitness he requireth
Is to feel your need of him

Come, ye weary, heavy laden
Lost and ruined by the fall
If you tarry till you're better
You will never come at all

View Him prostrate in the garden
On the ground your Maker lies
On the bloody tree behold Him
Sinner, will this not suffice

I will arise and go to Jesus
He will embrace me in His arms
In the arms of my dear Savior
Oh, there are ten thousand charms

LITURGY OF PREPARATION



Confession Hymn - Kyrie

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God
Have mercy on me a sinner

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God
Have mercy on me a sinner

Kyrie Eleison
Lord Jesus Christ 

Kyrie Eleison
Have mercy on me a sinner
Have mercy on me a sinner

Confession of Sin

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises 
declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness & Peace

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

1 Peter 2:24 

Passing of the Peace
[Invitation for congregation to share a sign of peace with one another]



Hymns of Praise and Adoration

O Lord, Hear My Prayer

O Lord, hear my prayer
O Lord, hear my prayer
When I call, answer me
O Lord, hear my prayer
O Lord, hear my prayer
Come and listen to me

The Lord is my song
The Lord is my praise
All my hope comes from God
The Lord is my song
The Lord is my praise
God, the wellspring of life

O Lord, hear my prayer
O Lord, hear my prayer
When I call, answer me
O Lord, hear my prayer
O Lord, hear my prayer
Come and listen to me



Beautiful, Scandalous Night

Go on up to the mountain of mercy 
To the crimson perpetual tide 
Kneel down on the shore 
Be thirsty no more 
Go under and be purified 

Follow Christ to the holy mountain 
Sinner sorry and wrecked by the fall 
Cleanse your heart and your soul 
In the fountain that flowed 
For you and for me and for all 

At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree
On that beautiful scandalous night you and me 
We’re atoned by His blood and forever washed white
On that beautiful, scandalous night

On the hillside, you will be delivered 
At the foot of the cross justified 
And Your spirit restored 
By the river that poured 
From our blessed Savior's side 

At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree
On that beautiful scandalous night you and me 
We’re atoned by His blood and forever washed white  
On that beautiful, scandalous night



There Is A Fountain Filled With Blood
                                       
There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's vein             
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains
Lose all their guilty stains 
Lose all their guilty stains
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
lose all their guilty stains
        
The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day
And there have I, though vile as he
Washed all my sins away
Washed all my sins away                     
Washed all my sins away
And there have I, though vile as he
Washed all my sins away
   
Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power
Till all the ransomed church of God 
Be saved, to sin no more
Be saved, to sin no more 

Be saved, to sin no more
Till all the ransomed church of God 
Be saved, to sin no more
                                   
E'er since, by faith, I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply
Redeeming love has been my theme 
And shall be till I die
And shall be till I die
 And shall be till I die
Redeeming love has been my theme
 And shall be till I die

When this poor lisping 
stamm'ring tongue 
Lies silent in the grave
Then in a nobler sweeter song 
I'll sing Thy pow'r to save
I'll sing Thy pow'r to save
 I'll sing Thy pow'r to save
Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I'll sing Thy pow'r to save



Living Our Faith

Psalm Reading

Psalm 110

1 The Lord says to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand, 

until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
2  The Lord sends forth from Zion 

your mighty scepter. 
Rule in the midst of your enemies! 

3  Your people will offer themselves freely 
on the day of your power, 
in holy garments; 

from the womb of the morning, 
the dew of your youth will be yours. 

4  The Lord has sworn 
and will not change his mind, 

“You are a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” 

5  The Lord is at your right hand; 
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 

6  He will execute judgment among the nations, 
filling them with corpses; 

he will shatter chiefs 
over the wide earth. 

7  He will drink from the brook by the way; 
therefore he will lift up his head. 

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD



Old Testament Reading

Exodus 3:4-6

4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your 
sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, 
“I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading

Romans 1:1-6

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the 
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke:
Glory to you, O Lord!

Luke 19:47-20:8

19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they 
perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 20 So they 
watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in 
something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor. 



21 So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and show no 
partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or 
not?” 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose 
likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar’s.” 25 He said to them, “Then render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 26 And they 
were not able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling at 
his answer they became silent. 

27 There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, 
28 and they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother 
dies, having a wife but no children, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring for 
his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died without 
children. 30 And the second 31 and the third took her, and likewise all seven left no children 
and died. 32 Afterward the woman also died. 33  In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife 
will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife.” 

34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but 
those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the 
dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, 36 for they cannot die anymore, because they 
are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. 37 But that the dead 
are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the 
God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not God of the 
dead, but of the living, for all live to him.” 39 Then some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, 
you have spoken well.” 40 For they no longer dared to ask him any question. 

41 But he said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is David’s son? 42 For David 
himself says in the Book of Psalms, 

“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 

43  until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’ 

44 David thus calls him Lord, so how is he his son?” 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon 
Pastor Peter Rowan - Questioning The Lord



Creed

Let us affirm the faith of the Church:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended to heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

- The Apostles’ Creed



Offering of Prayers of the People 

God of all seasons, 
in your pattern of things 
there is a time for keeping and a time for losing, 
a time for building up and a time for pulling down. 
In this season of Lent 
as we journey to the cross, 
help us to discern in our lives 
what we must lay down and what we must take up, 
what we must end and what we must begin.  
Give us grace to lead a disciplined life, 
in glad faithfulness and with the joy 
that comes from a closer walk with Christ. 

Hear us as we bring before you the needs of our church, our community and the world.

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Offering of Gifts
Friends and members of Second City Church support the extension of God’s Kingdom with gifts of bread, wine, talents 
and resources. Guests are not expected to contribute. Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plates, boxes 
on the wall as you leave, or can be made electronically. Instructions for setting up online giving are available at the 
donation boxes.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

Amen.



The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
Invitation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Praise God for His Mighty Acts

Praise and thanksgiving belong to you, God of every blessing, for you shaped all creation to 
grow into your abundant and eternal harvest. You called a holy people to share life with 
you, and when they were captive in Egypt, with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm 
you brought them out of oppression, through the temptations of the wilderness, into a 
land flowing with milk and honey. In time, your Son came among us, facing wilderness and 
temptation and hunger to bring us out of bondage to sin and to taste and see that you, the 
Lord, are good. And so we thank you and praise you with angels and archangels and all the 
company of heaven and your saints on earth as we join the unending hymn.

LITURGY OF THE TABLE



Sanctus 

Praise for Christ’s Sacrifice

Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament.  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.



Calling on the Holy Spirit and Lord’s Prayer
 
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Invitation to the Table

Christ our Passover Lamb was sacrificed for us once for all upon the cross.
Therefore let us keep the feast!

Sharing Holy Communion
Second City Church welcomes all baptized Christians who have made a public profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ in a Christian church to join us in this sacrament. Non-communicants can come forward and ask 
for a blessing. If you need to receive communion in your seat, ask a fellow worshiper to let the communion 
servers know. If you are unable to receive wine, you will find a chalice containing non-alcoholic grape juice 
at the station the pastor is serving. The communion bread is gluten-free. 

Closing Prayer

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that, when we were still far 
off, you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he 
declared your love, gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. May we 
who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life 
to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us 
firm in the hope you have set before us so we and all your children shall 
be free and the whole earth live to praise your name, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.



Benediction

May God the Father, who does not despise the broken spirit, give to you a contrite heart. 
Amen.
May Christ, who bore our sins in his body on the tree, heal you by his wounds. 
Amen.
May the Holy Spirit, who leads you into all truth, speak to you words of pardon and peace. 
Amen.
And may the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now and always. 
Amen.

Closing Hymn -Nothing But The Blood Of Jesus 

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Oh! precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

For my pardon, this I see
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
For my cleansing this my plea
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Oh! precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow
No other fount I know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Nothing can for sin atone
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
Nothing good that I have done
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Oh! precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow
No other fount I know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

This is all my hope and peace
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
This is all my righteousness
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Oh! precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow
No other fount I know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

Dates to Remember
• Palm Sunday - April 2nd
• Maundy Thursday - April 6th 
• Good Friday - April 7th
• Easter Sunday - April 9th

Church Administrator Opening: We’ve been so blessed to have Cindy these past 
years, but she is going to be retiring this Spring! We will begin advertising for the position 
soon, so please be in prayer with us for our new administrator. Also, if you know of 
someone who may be interested, please let us know!

Gloria Fox: This past Tuesday our dear sister and the oldest member of our church, 
Gloria Fox, went home to be with our Lord. Gloria was 101 years old and for many years 
of her life was very active in serving our church, particularly through the Guild and 
Sunday School groups, where she served as clerks and secretary. Give thanks to the gift of 
our dear sister in the life of this community. May she rest in peace and rise in glory!

Prayer Requests

Chuck Bagley 
Please pray for Chuck as he continues dialysis at home and prepares for shoulder surgery 
on March 24th. Keep Michelle in your prayers as well as she walks alongside Chuck on 
this journey.

Christine Perrin
Please pray for Christine Perrin, the daughter of Gordon and Elaine Zubrod, who recently 
was diagnosed with stage 4 uterine cancer which has begun to metastasize. Christine will 
soon start chemotherapy. Pray for her healing and pray for the peace of God that passes 
our understanding to be upon her and all that love her in this time. prayers! 

Sean Kirkpatrick and Cate Rowe
Cate Rowe is expecting! Please keep Cate and the baby within her (and Sean) in your 
prayers! 



Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy
Word and Music by J. Hart (1759)

Kyrie 
Words and Music by Phil Madeira
©2003 Mail Train MusicAdministrators: Fun Attic 
Music, LLC
Used by Permission

O Lord Hear My Prayer
Words by Psalm 102; adapt. The Community of Taize
Music by Jacques Berthier (1923-1994),
© 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taize, Taize 
Community
Used by Permission

Beautiful, Scandalous Night
Words by Steve Hindalong
Music by Derri Daugherty
© 1995 Never Say Never Songs, New Spring
Used by Permission

There Is a Fountain Filled With Blood
Words by William Cowper (1772)
Tune: CLEANSING FOUNTAIN

Sanctus
Words: Traditional
Music by Patrick Schlabs, 
Music © 2012 Patrick Schlabs
Used by Permission

Wood and Nails
Keith Watts, Isaac Wardell &amp; Madison 
Cunningham
©2017 Hymns from the Porter’s Gate
Used by Permission

Nothing But The Blood of Jesus
Words and Music by Robert Lowry (1876)

CCLI License #11245570

Please continue to  pray for the following people:

• Nevin White
• Ginny Anderson
• Ed Camp
• Mary Watts
• Elaine Zubrod
• Matias Family
• Cathy Prescott
• Chuck & Michelle Bagley
• Dale Kulp

ATTRIBUTIONS

CONTINUED PRAYER 



Your contact information
If you are our guest and would like to indicate 
your presence with us, or if you’d like to make 
us aware of a change in your contact 
information, fill out this form and place it in the 
offering plate.

______ Visitor
______ Regular Attendee
______ Member

Name(s): 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Address (please include city and zip):

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Phone:_______________________________
_

E-mail:________________________________

Prayer 
Requests:_____________________________
_

Contact us
(717) 232-0604
251 Verbeke St.
Harrisburg, PA 17102
www.secondcitychurch.org

Office hours: 
Tues. - Thurs., 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Pastor
Peter Rowan
peter@secondcitychurch.org

Music Coordinator
Jess Perla
jess@secondcitychurch.org

Administrator
Cindy Russo
office@secondcitychurch.org

Elders
  Dan James
  Jonathan Hendrickson (clerk)
  Dave Tanis
  Bruce Weatherly

mailto:office@secondcitychurch.org

