
  

Faith Like an Infant? 
January 29, 2023

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany



No man is born for himself, but mankind is knit together with a holy knot. Therefore, 
unless we are disposed to overthrow the laws of nature, let us remember that we 
must live not for ourselves, but for our neighbor.

- John Calvin, Commentary on Acts

The world …. needs all the lovers - amateurs - it can get. It is a gorgeous old place, 
full of clownish graces and beautiful drolleries, and it has enough textures, tastes, and 
smells to keep us intrigued for more time than we have. Unfortunately, however, our 
response to its loveliness is not always delight: It is, far more than it should be, 
boredom. And that is not only odd, it is tragic; for boredom is not neutral - it is the 
fertilizing principle of unloveliness. 

- Robert Farrar Capon, The Supper of the Lamb

These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use them along with your worship guide 
as resources for readings, prayers and hymns. Set in the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), a schedule of daily Bible 
readings in accord with the Church year, these scripture readings are designed around a three-year cycle that will  
take you through the Old Testament once, the New Testament twice, and the Psalms frequently.

Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings copyright © 2005.  
Consultation on Common Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission.

Psalm Old Testament New Testament

Monday, January 30th  Psalm 37:1-17 Ruth 1:1-18 Philemon 1-25

Tuesday the 31st  Psalm 37:1-17 Ruth 2:1-16 James 5:1-6

Wednesday, February 1st  Psalm 37:1-17 Ruth 3:1-13 Luke 6:17-26

Thursday the 2nd  Psalm 112:1-9 Deuteronomy 4:1-14 1 John 5:1-5

Friday the 3rd  Psalm 112:1-9 Isaiah 29:1-12 James 3:13-18

Saturday the 4th  Psalm 112:1-9 Isaiah 29:13-16 Mark 7:1-8

MEDITATION



Second City Church is a community that exists 
to worship the Triune God  

and to celebrate, in word and deed, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Harrisburg.

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We hope this guide will help you participate 
in our service. If you have any questions about our worship, faith, or how you can be a 
part of our mission to serve God and neighbor in Harrisburg, be sure to talk to our 
pastor. If you would like to indicate your presence to us, please fill out the form on the 
back page of this bulletin and place it in the offering plate or give it to a greeter.

For Parents:

Children of all ages are welcome to remain with us as we worship. We like the noise; it 
helps us remember we are alive. The following services are available for you and your 
children to get the most out of your time of worship:

Infant & Toddler Care

Infant and toddler care is available on the first floor of the east wing of our building. Ask 
one of our greeters if you need help locating this room. Nursery staff are well-trained, 
have undergone required background checks, and will maintain a safe environment for 
your child(ren). Ask the nursery workers for a copy of our policies for more information.

Children & Worship 

Children & Worship is for children ages preschool through 2nd grade and meets in a 
worship space below the sanctuary during the sermon.  This time is designed to prepare 
them for more fully participating in our liturgy when they are older. They are dismissed 
during the announcements and return during the offertory. New families are welcome to 
tour the space before or after a service if desired. 

WELCOME



Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

Arise, shine, for your light has come!  
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.  
Let us praise the Lord together.  
The sun shall no longer be our light by day, 
nor will the brightness of the moon shine on us, 
for the Lord will be our light, 
and our God will be our glory.
The Lord will be our everlasting light, 
and our days of sorrow will end. 
Come, let us sing to our light and salvation! 

—based on Isaiah 60 

Gathering Hymn-Oh! Great Is Our God! 

Oh! Great is our God! So we should worship greatly!
No song is too loud! No orchestra too stately
To hail the majesty of our King
So lift your voices loud as we sing

Oh! Great is our God! So let our songs be endless!
So awesome His ways, how could we comprehend them?
So we will make it known to our kids
And we will sing about the gracious gifts You give

We will sing Your praise and pour forth Your fame
We will bless Your name
Let everyone give thanks, because our God is great!

Oh! Great is our God! And we cannot contain it!
We sing from our souls, affected by His greatness

LITURGY OF PREPARATION



His mercy covers all that He's made
Showing His glory and His grace

We will sing Your praise and pour forth Your fame
We will bless Your name
Let everyone give thanks, because our God is great!
We will sing Your praise and pour forth Your fame
We will bless Your name

Let everyone give thanks, because our God is great!
We will sing Your praise and pour forth Your fame
We will bless Your name
Let everyone give thanks, because our God is great

Greeting

Christ manifested in the flesh, Christ revealed in the Spirit. 
Praise the Lord, all you nations. 
Christ contemplated by the angels, Christ worshiped by the Magi. 
Praise the Lord, all you nations. 
Christ believed in the world, Christ exalted in glory.  
Praise the Lord, all you nations. 

- based on 1 Timothy 3:16 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Confession Hymn-Agnus Dei

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins before God and one another.
Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people.
You have called us to be the church, to continue the mission of 
Jesus Christ to our lonely and confused world.
Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active,
isolated than involved, callous than compassionate,
obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving.
Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins.
Remove the obstacles preventing us
from being your representatives to a broken world.
Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit.
This we pray in Jesus’ powerful name.  Amen.

Words of Forgiveness & Peace

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son,  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Colossians 1:13-14
In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven!
Thanks be to God!

Passing of the Peace
[Invitation for congregation to share a sign of peace with one another]



Hymns of Praise and Adoration

O Splendor of God's Glory Bright 

O Splendor of God’s glory bright 
From light eternal bringing light 
O Light of light, the fountain spring  
O Day, all days illumining 

Come, very Sun of heaven’s love 
In lasting radiance from above
And pour the Holy Spirit’s ray 
On all we think or do today 

Teach us to love with all our might  
Drive envy out, remove all spite 
Turn to the good each troubling care 
And give us grace your name to bear  

All glory be to God Most High
To God the Son let praises rise
Whom with the Spirit we adore 
Forever and forever more

Dayspring (Christ Whose Glory Fills The Skies) 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies 
Christ, the true, the only Light 
Sun of Righteousness, arise! 
Triumph o’er the shades of night 
Dayspring from on high, be near 
Daystar, in my heart appear! 

Dark and  cheerless is the morn 
Were it ever without thee
Joyless is  the day’s return 
Till thy mercy’s beams I see 
Till they inward light impart 

Glad my eyes, and warm my heart 
Visit then this soul of mine! 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief! 
Fill me, radiancy divine 
Scatter all my unbelief
More and more thyself display 
Shining to the perfect day 

Dayspring from on high, be near 
Daystar, in my heart appear!



Be Thou My Vision

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord
Thou my great Father, and I Thy  true  son
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise
Thou mine inheritance, now and always
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart
High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art

High king of heaven, my victory won
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall
Still be my vision, O ruler of all
 



Living Our Faith

Psalm Reading

Psalm 127

1 Unless the Lord builds the house, 
those who build it labor in vain. 

Unless the Lord watches over the city, 
the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2  It is in vain that you rise up early 
and go late to rest, 

eating the bread of anxious toil; 
for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3  Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, 
the fruit of the womb a reward. 

4  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
are the children of one’s youth. 

5  Blessed is the man 
who fills his quiver with them! 

He shall not be put to shame 
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. 

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be

world without end.  Amen. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD



Old Testament Reading

Jeremiah 1:4-8

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 

5  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.” 
7 But the Lord said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; 
for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, 
and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 

8  Do not be afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, 

declares the Lord.” 

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading

2 Corinthians 1:27-31

27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to 
us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke:
Glory to you, O Lord!

Luke 18:15-17

15 Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the 
disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17 Truly, I say 
to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon

Rev. Peter Rowan - Faith Like an Infant?

Creed
Let us affirm the faith of the Church:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended to heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed



Offering of Prayers of the People 

O Jesus, light of the world, come into the dark places of this earth. 
You bring a light from God that only you can shed. Light eternal, your light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. 

We bring to you the darkness of our world in war, starvation, cruelty, and exploitation. 

We bring to you the darkness of our earth, damaged and defaced by pollution. 

We bring to you the darkness of our nation, beset with conflict of race and class, religion 
and politics. 

We bring to you the darkness of our relationships, people not looking, not speaking, not 
listening, not forgiving. 

We bring to you the darkness of our own souls,hidden closets we have not visited or 
cleaned out for years. 

O Jesus, light of the world, be a morning star above for us, a radiance within, the shining all 
around that lets us live in love.  Only then shall we be reflectors of your brightness 
and give glory to God in heaven. Amen.

Offering of Gifts
Friends and members of Second City Church support the extension of God’s Kingdom with gifts of bread, wine, talents 
and resources. Guests are not expected to contribute. Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plates, boxes 
on the wall as you leave, or can be made electronically. Instructions for setting up online giving are available at the 
donation boxes.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow;

praise him all creatures here below;
praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Amen.



The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
Invitation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Praise God for His Mighty Acts

Everliving God, we have known and we have heard that you are the creator of the ends of 
the earth and your understanding is unsearchable. You give power to the faint and strength 
to the powerless; when your people grow weary you listen them up in Christ with wings 
like eagles, and when your church falls exhausted you send your Holy Spirit so that we 
may walk and run in your strength and not our own. By the depth of your mercy, you 
turned the agony of your Son’s cross into the grace of his resurrection. And so we gladly 
thank you, with saints and angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, sining the 
hymn of your unending praise.

LITURGY OF THE TABLE



Sanctus

Praise for Christ’s Sacrifice

Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament.  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.



Calling on the Holy Spirit

We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Invitation to the Table

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you
and feed on him by faith, with thanksgiving.

Sharing Holy Communion

Second City Church welcomes all baptized Christians who have made a public profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ in a Christian church to join us in this sacrament. Non-communicants can come forward and ask 
for a blessing. If you need to receive communion in your seat, ask a fellow worshiper to let the communion 
servers know. If you are unable to receive wine, you will find a chalice containing non-alcoholic grape juice 
at the station the pastor is serving. The communion bread is gluten-free. 



Closing Prayer

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the 
world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, 
may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, 
worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Benediction

May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts, transform our lives, and 
brighten the world.  And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, rest 
upon you always. Amen. 



Closing Hymn -The Blessing 

The Lord bless you
And keep you
Make His face shine upon you
And be gracious to you
The Lord turn His face toward you            
And give you peace

Amen
Amen
Amen
[2x]

The Lord bless you
And keep you
Make His face shine upon you
And be gracious to you
The Lord turn His face toward you            
And give you peace

Amen
Amen
Amen
[2x]
       
May His favor be upon you
And a thousand generations
And your family and your children
And their children and their children

May His presence go before you
And behind you and beside you
All around you and within you
He is with you
He is with you

In the morning, in the evening
In your coming and your going
In your weeping and rejoicing
He is for you
He is for you
He is for you He is for you
He is for you He is for you
He is for you He is for you

Amen
Amen
Amen
[2x]

The Lord bless you
And keep you
Make His face shine upon you
And be gracious to you
The Lord turn His face toward you            
And give you peace

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Amen.



ALTER FLOWERS

The Altar flowers today are given in honor of those who faithfully serve on the 
benevolence team. Thank you for all the time and care you offer to so many people in our 
community.

Oh! Great is Our God!
Words and Music by Brian Eichelberger
© 2012 E On the Eye Chart, Songs from The Penalty 
Box
Used by Permission 

Agnes Dei
Music by Martin Foster

O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright
Words by Ambrose of Milan, 4th Century
Music, PUER NOBIS, 15th Century

Dayspring (Christ Whose Glory Fills The 
Skies)
Words by Charles Wesley (1740)
Music by Alex Mejias
Music: © 2007 5PM Records
Used by Permission

Be Thou My Vision
Translated by Mary E. Byrne
Versifid by Eleanor H. Hull
Ancient Irish Hymn

Sanctus 
Words and Music by Evan Muzunik
© 2005 Evan Mazunik (BMI)
Used by Permission

Jesus I Come
Words by William T. Sleeper
Music by Greg Thompson
©2000 Cardiphonia Music
Used by Permission

The Blessing
Words and Music by Chris Brown, Cody Carnes, 
Kari Jobe and Steven Furtick
Words: © 2020 Capitol CMG Paragon, Kari Jobe 
Carnes Music, Worship Together Music, Writer’s 
Roof Publishing
Music: © 2020 Elevation Worship Publishing
Used by Permission

ATTRIBUTIONS



PRAYER CONCERNS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vespers Service: We will have an Epiphany-focused vespers service on Sunday, 
February 5th at 6pm. Join us for a time of singing and prayer.

Ash Wednesday Service: This year's Ash Wednesday service will be Wednesday, 
February 22 at 6pm. We would love for you to join us as we observe Ash Wednesday and 
prepare our hearts for the season of Lent.

2022 Giving Statements: The 2022 Giving statements are being prepared and will be 
available in the coming weeks.

Church Administrator Opening: We’ve been so blessed to have Cindy these past 
years, but she is going to be retiring this Spring! We will begin advertising for the position 
soon, so please be in prayer with us for our new administrator. Also, if you know of someone 
who may be interested, please let us know!

Prayer Requests

Elaine Zubrod
Please pray for Elaine as she recovers from her surgery that was on Thursday. They removed 
the tumor and saved the kidney!  Thank you for your prayers!

Cathy Prescott 
Please pray for Cathy who is recovering from pneumonia and is still very weak.

Chuck Bagley
Chuck and Michelle continued to receive dialysis education this week. They are hoping to be 
approved to begin at home dialysis in the next few days. Chuck asks that we pray that the 
process goes smoothly and that they are able to avoid getting an infection. Pray that God 
would give them wisdom and peace. Please also pray that the dialysis would be effective and 
that Chuck can have the shoulder surgery he needs soon. He is scheduled for surgery on 
March 24th. Once the surgery is done Chuck can go back on the Kidney transplant list.

Sean Kirkpatrick and Cate Rowe
Cate Rowe is expecting! Please keep Cate and the baby within her (and Sean) in your 
prayers! 



Your contact information

If you are our guest and would like to indicate your 
presence with us, or if you’d like to make us aware 
of a change in your contact information, fill out this 
form and place it in the offering plate.

______ Visitor

______ Regular Attendee

______ Member

Name(s): 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Address (please include city and zip):

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Phone:________________________________

E-mail:________________________________

Notes:________________________________ 

Contact us

(717) 232-0604
251 Verbeke St.
Harrisburg, PA 17102
www.secondcitychurch.org

Office hours: Tues. - Thurs.,
   9:30 AM - 3:30 PM

Pastor
Peter Rowan
peter@secondcitychurch.org

Music Director
Jess Perla
Jess@secondcitychurch.org

Administrator
Cindy Russo
office@secondcitychurch.org

Church Elders
 Jonathan Hendrickson (Clerk)
 Daniel James
 Dave Tanis (Sabbatical)
 Bruce Weatherly 

mailto:office@secondcitychurch.org

