
 

Opposition Within
October 2, 2022

Seventeenth Sunday of Trinitytide



The only thing worse than social media shouting matches is social media shouting 
matches infused with religious intensity.

- David French

The church is much like Noah's Ark. One could not bear the stench within if not for 
the storm without.

- Reinhold Niebuhr

[T]he Church, slowly creeping through the greatest difficulties, scarcely attains, during 
a long period, to the condition of mediocrity.

 - John Calvin

Christ did not love the Church because He came to her and found her beautiful. He 
loved her despite her obvious foulness and, in His love, has achieved her 
beautification. 

- Brian Habig & Les Newsom

Readings for the coming week
These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use them along with your worship guide as resources for readings, 
prayers and hymns. Set in the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), a schedule of daily Bible readings in accord with the Church year, these scripture 
readings are designed around a three-year cycle that will take you through the Old Testament once, the New Testament twice, and the Psalms 
frequently.

Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings copyright © 2005.  
Consultation on Common Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission.

Psalm Old Testament New Testament

Monday, October 3rd Psalm 137 Lamentations 1:16-22 James 1:2-11

Tuesday the 4th Psalm 137 Lamentations 2:13-22 1 John 5:1-5, 13-21

Wednesday the 5th Psalm 137 Lamentations 5:1-22 Mark 11:12-14, 20-24

Thursday the 6th Psalm 66:1-12 Jeremiah 25:1-14 2 Timothy 1:13-18

Friday, the 7th Psalm 66:1-12 Jeremiah 27:1-22  2 Timothy 2:1-7

Saturday the 8th Psalm 66:1-12 Jeremiah 28:1-17 Luke 5:12-16

MEDITATION



Second City Church is a community that exists 
to worship the Triune God  

and to celebrate, in word and deed, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Harrisburg.

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We hope this guide will help you participate 
in our service. If you have any questions about our worship, faith, or how you can be a 
part of our mission to serve God and neighbor in Harrisburg, be sure to talk to our 
pastor. If you would like to indicate your presence to us, please fill out the form on the 
back page of this bulletin and place it in the offering plate.

For Parents:
Children of all ages are welcome to remain with us as we worship. We like the noise; it 
helps us remember we are alive. The following services are available for you and your 
children to get the most out of your time of worship:
Infant & Toddler Care
Infant and toddler care is available on the first floor of the east wing of our building. Ask 
one of our greeters if you need help locating this room. Nursery staff are well-trained, 
have undergone required background checks, and will maintain a safe environment for 
your child(ren). Ask the nursery workers for a copy of our policies for more information.

WELCOME



Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Praise the Lord! 
Praise, O servants of the Lord, 
praise the name of the Lord! 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
from this time forth and forevermore! 
From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
the name of the Lord is to be praised!

Psalm 113:1-3

LITURGY OF PREPARATION



Gathering Hymn - Take My Life

Take my life, and  let  it  be 
 consecrated, Lord, to Thee
Take my moments and my days
Let them flow in ceaseless praise
Let them flow in ceaseless praise

Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee
Swift and beautiful for Thee

Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only, for my King
Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee
Filled with messages from Thee

Take my silver and my gold
Not a mite would I withhold
Take my intellect, and use
Every power as Thou shalt choose
Every power as Thou shalt choose

Take my love; my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure-store
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee
Ever, only, all for Thee



Confession Hymn - Kyrie

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God
Have mercy on me a sinner
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God
Have mercy on me a sinner

Kyrie Eleison
Lord Jesus Christ 
Kyrie Eleison
Have mercy on me a sinner
Have mercy on me a sinner

Confession of Sin

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed,  by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness & Peace

We know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 

Galatians 2:!6
In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven!
Thanks be to God!

Passing of the Peace
An invitation is extended for the congregation to share a sign of peace with one another



Hymns of Praise and Adoration

Glory Be To God

Glory be to God
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Forever more

The Cry of The Poor

The Lord hears the cry of the poor
Blessed be the Lord
[ 2x ] 

I will bless the Lord at all times
with praise ever in my mouth
Let my soul glory in the Lord
who will hear the cry of the poor

The Lord hears the cry of the poor
Blessed be the Lord
[ 2x ]

Let the lowly hear and be glad
And to hearts broken, God is near
the Lord listens to their pleas
who will hear the cry of the poor

The Lord hears the cry of the poor
Blessed be the Lord
[ 2x ]

Ev'ry spirit crushed, God will save
Will be safe shelter for their fears
will be ransom for their lives
and will hear the cry of the poor

The Lord hears the cry of the poor
Blessed be the Lord
[ 2x ]
We proclaim your greatness, o God
your praise ever in our mouth
Ev'ry face brightened in your light
for you hear the cry of the poor

The Lord hears the cry of the poor
Blessed be the Lord
[ 2x ]



Psalm 126

Our mouths they were filled, filled with laughter
Our tongues they were loosed, loosed with joy
Restore us, O Lord
Restore us, O Lord

Although we are weeping
Lord, help us keep sowing
The seeds of Your Kingdom
For the day You will reap them
Your sheaves we will carry
Lord, please do not tarry
All those who sow weeping will go out with songs of joy

The nations will say, "He has done great things!"
The nations will sing songs of joy
Restore us, O Lord
Restore us, O Lord

Although we are weeping
Lord, help us keep sowing
The seeds of Your Kingdom
For the day You will reap them
Your sheaves we will carry
Lord, please do not tarry
All those who sow weeping will go out with songs of joy



Living Our Faith

Psalm Reading

Psalm 113

Praise the Lord! 
Praise, O servants of the Lord, 

praise the name of the Lord! 

2  Blessed be the name of the Lord 
from this time forth and forevermore! 

3  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
the name of the Lord is to be praised! 

4  The Lord is high above all nations, 
and his glory above the heavens! 

5  Who is like the Lord our God, 
who is seated on high, 

6  who looks far down 
on the heavens and the earth? 

7  He raises the poor from the dust 
and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

8  to make them sit with princes, 
with the princes of his people. 

9  He gives the barren woman a home, 
making her the joyous mother of children. 

Praise the Lord! 

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD



Old Testament Reading

Nehemiah 5

Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish 
brothers. 2 For there were those who said, “With our sons and our daughters, we are many. 
So let us get grain, that we may eat and keep alive.” 3 There were also those who said, “We 
are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our houses to get grain because of the famine.” 
4 And there were those who said, “We have borrowed money for the king’s tax on our fields 
and our vineyards. 5 Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our children are as their 
children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our 
daughters have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men 
have our fields and our vineyards.” 

6  I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 7  I took counsel with 
myself, and I brought charges against the nobles and the officials. I said to them, “You are 
exacting interest, each from his brother.” And I held a great assembly against them 8 and said 
to them, “We, as far as we are able, have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been 
sold to the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be sold to us!” They were 
silent and could not find a word to say. 9 So I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. 
Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our 
enemies? 10 Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. 
Let us abandon this exacting of interest. 11 Return to them this very day their fields, their 
vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, 
and oil that you have been exacting from them.” 12 Then they said, “We will restore these 
and require nothing from them. We will do as you say.” And I called the priests and made 
them swear to do as they had promised. 13 I also shook out the fold of my garment and said, 
“So may God shake out every man from his house and from his labor who does not keep 
this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said “Amen” and 
praised the Lord. And the people did as they had promised. 

14 Moreover, from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, 
from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king, twelve years, 
neither I nor my brothers ate the food allowance of the governor. 15 The former governors 
who were before me laid heavy burdens on the people and took from them for their daily 
ration forty shekels of silver. Even their servants lorded it over the people. But I did not do 
so, because of the fear of God. 16 I also persevered in the work on this wall, and we acquired 
no land, and all my servants were gathered there for the work. 17 Moreover, there were at 
my table 150 men, Jews and officials, besides those who came to us from the nations that 
were around us. 18 Now what was prepared at my expense for each day was one ox and six 
choice sheep and birds, and every ten days all kinds of wine in abundance. Yet for all this I did 



not demand the food allowance of the governor, because the service was too heavy on this 
people. 19 Remember for my good, O my God, all that I have done for this people. 

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading

Galatians 2:7-10

[W]hen they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as 
Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through 
Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the 
Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 
grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that 
we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to 
remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord!

Matthew 6:19-21

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!



Sermon 

Pastor Peter Rowan - Opposition Within

Creed

Let us affirm the faith of the Church:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended to heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

- The Apostles’ Creed

Offering of Prayers of the People 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word. Grateful for your 
gifts and mindful of the communion of your saints, we offer to you our prayers for all 
people. 

God of compassion, we remember before you the poor and the afflicted, the sick and the 
dying, prisoners and all who are lonely, the victims of war, injustice, and inhumanity, and all 
others who suffer from whatever their sufferings may be called. [silence] 

O Lord of providence holding the destiny of the nations in your hand, we pray for our 
country. Inspire the hearts and minds of our leaders that they, together with all our nation, 



may first seek your kingdom and righteousness so that order, liberty, and peace may dwell 
with your people. [silence] 

O God the Creator, we pray for all nations and peoples. Take away the mistrust and lack of 
understanding that divide your creatures. [silence] 

O Savior God, look upon your church in its struggle upon the earth. Have mercy on its 
weakness, bring to an end its unhappy divisions, and scatter its fears. Look also upon the 
ministry of your church. Increase its courage, strengthen its faith, and inspire its witness to 
all people, even to the ends of the earth. We pray especially for the church this morning in 
light of the news again this week of how many of have been abused by your church. [time 
of open prayer] 

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children here 
present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only Savior. Amen.

Offering of Gifts

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:6-7

Friends and members of Second City Church support the extension of God’s Kingdom with gifts of bread, wine, talents 
and resources. Guests are not expected to contribute. Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plates, boxes 
on the wall as you leave, or can be made electronically. Instructions for setting up online giving are available at the 
donation boxes.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

Amen.



The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

Invitation

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Praise God for His Mighty Acts

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks, for you alone are God, living 
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and forever. 
Fountain of all life and source of all goodness, 
you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 
you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day, 
and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. 
Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we glorify your name 
and lift our voices in joyful praise:

Sanctus

LITURGY OF THE TABLE



Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament.  
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.

Calling on the Holy Spirit and Lord’s Prayer
 
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Invitation to the Table

Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us once for all upon the cross!
Therefore, let us keep the feast!

Sharing Holy Communion
Second City Church welcomes all baptized Christians who have made a public profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ in a Christian church to join us in this sacrament. Non-communicants can come forward and ask 
for a blessing. If you need to receive communion in your seat, ask a fellow worshiper to let the communion 
servers know. If you are unable to receive wine, you will find a chalice containing non-alcoholic grape juice 
at the station the pastor is serving. The communion bread is gluten-free. 



Closing Prayer

Lord, make us instruments of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  
 
O divine Master, grant that we may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen.

Benediction
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 
to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20-21 



Closing Hymn - He Is Among Us

You'll find Me with the broken and the weak
In the spaces in between
You'll hear My voice cry out with those who weep
Only if you're listening

Whatever you do for the least of these
You do it unto Me

You'll find Me with the ones without a voice
The forgotten and ignored
My blessing is on those who love the poor
Will you open up the door?

Whatever you do for the least of these
You do it unto Me
Whatever you do for the least of these
You do it unto Me

Hallelujah, hallelujah
He is among us, He is among us
Hallelujah, hallelujah
He is among us, He is among us
Hallelujah, hallelujah
He is among us, He is among us
Hallelujah, hallelujah
He is among us, He is among us

By this the world will know the Father's love
We will know the Father's love

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Amen.



The Altar Flowers today are placed in loving memory of two very faithful members 
who have recently passed away:  Rachael Emerick and Anna Camp by Dot Fisher.

Harrisburg Community Group Will meet Monday evenings 8-9:30. This community 
group will be reading and discussing N. T. Wright’s book Surprised by Hope. If you are 
interested in joining or learning more, please reach out to Jed Stalker 
(jedidiah.ps@gmail.com) or David Kemper (kempernicus@gmail.com).

Sunday Evening Community Group will be meeting every-other Sunday evening 
this Fall from 5:30-7 at the church starting Oct 2nd and going through to Nov 13th. This 
study will be from the book Five Things to Pray for Your City. Nursery will be provided for 
infants and a time of teaching for children. 

Women's Group  will meet this coming Wednesday (October 5) at the church from 
6:30pm-8pm. They'll be wrapping up the last chapter in  Aundi Kolber's book, Try Softer. If 
you are interested, you can reach out to Melise Rowan for any more details. 
(melise930@gmail.com). 

Prayer Requests

Bill Orner
Please continue to hold Bill Orner and his family close in your prayers. Bill was moved to 
Stonebridge Health & Rehabilitation Center at 102 Chandra Dr., Duncannon, PA 17020. He 
loves receiving cards and notes of encouragement. His family is so thankful for this move 
because it is so much closer than the facility he was in previously. 

Chuck Bagley
Please continue to pray for Chuck as he awaits a kidney transplant. Please pray that a 
healthy match is found soon and pray that Chuck does not become discouraged as he 
waits.

Ed Camp 
Please continue to pray for Ed Camp as he mourns the loss of his wife of 64 years, Anna, 
who went home to be with the Lord on September 4th. Ed and Anna have been members 
of our church for 60 years.

ALTAR FLOWERS,  ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 



ATTRIBUTIONS

Take My Life and Let It Be
Words by Frances R. Havergal, 1874
Music by Henri A Cesar Malan, 1827

Kyrie 
Words and Music by Phil Madeira
©2003 Mail Train Music 
Used by Permission

Glory Be to God
Words and Music by M. Monticchio
Short Gloria
Used by Permission

The Cry of The Poor
Words and Music by Greg Mailloux
© 2007 Mailloux, Greg
Used by Permission

Psalm 126
Words and Music by Isaac Wardell
© 2012 Bifrost Arts Music
Used by Permission

Sanctus
Holy God of Power and Might
Music by Christian Davis

O Jerusalem
Words and Music by Gregory Thompson, Isaac 
Wardell, Liz Vice and Orlando Palmer
©2020 Integrity Worship Music, Integrity’s Alleluia! 
Music, PG Songs and Hymns, Porter’s Gate
Publications
Used by Permission

He Is Among Us (The Least of These)
Words and Music by Andy Piercy, Isaac Wardell, John 
Swinton, Orlando Palmer, and Paul Zach
Copyrights, Common Hymnal Publishing, IAMSON 
Productions, Integrity Worship Music, Integrity&#39;s
Alleluia! Music, Paul Zach Publishing, PG Songs and 
Hymns
Used by Permission

CCLI License #11245570 



Your contact information
If you are our guest and would like to indicate 
your presence with us, or if you’d like to make 
us aware of a change in your contact 
information, fill out this form and place it in the 
offering plate.

______ Visitor
______ Regular Attendee
______ Member

Name(s): 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Address (please include city and zip):

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Phone:_______________________________
_

E-mail:________________________________

Prayer 
Requests:_____________________________
_

Contact us
(717) 232-0604
251 Verbeke St.
Harrisburg, PA 17102
www.secondcitychurch.org

Office hours: 
Tues. - Thurs., 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Pastor
  Peter Rowan
  peter@secondcitychurch.org

Music Coordinator
  Jess Perla
  jess@secondcitychurch.org

Administrator
 Cindy Russo
 office@secondcitychurch.org

Elders
  Dan James
 Jonathan Hendrickson (Clerk)
  Dave Tanis
  Bruce Weatherly

mailto:office@secondcitychurch.org

