
 

“There is No God!”
August 7, 2022

Ninth Sunday of Trinitytide



Wisdom in scripture is, broadly speaking, the knowledge of God's world and the knack of 
fitting oneself into it.

- Cornelius Plantinga

Science investigates - religion interprets. Science gives man knowledge which is 
power. Religion gives man wisdom which is control.

- Martin Luther King Jr.

Sin is believing the lie that you are self-created, self-dependent, and self-sustained.

- Attributed to St. Augustine

Readings for the coming week
These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use them along with your worship guide as resources for readings, 
prayers and hymns. Set in the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), a schedule of daily Bible readings in accord with the Church year, these scripture 
readings are designed around a three-year cycle that will take you through the Old Testament once, the New Testament twice, and the Psalms 
frequently.

Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings copyright © 2005.  
Consultation on Common Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission.

Psalm Old Testament New Testament

Monday August 8th Psalm 11 Isaiah 2:1-4 Hebrews 11:1-7

Tuesday the 9th Psalm 11 Isaiah 24:1-13 Hebrews 11:17-28

Wednesday the 10th Psalm 11 Isaiah 24:14-23 Luke 12:41-48

Thursday the 11th Psalm 80:1-2,8-19 Isaiah 2:5-11 Hebrews 10:26-31

Friday, the 12th Psalm 80:1-2,8-19 Isaiah 3:1-17 Hebrews 10:32-39

Saturday the 13th Psalm 80:1-2,8-19 Isaiah 3:18-4:6 Matthew 24:15-27

MEDITATION



Second City Church is a community that exists 
to worship the Triune God  

and to celebrate, in word and deed, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Harrisburg.

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We hope this guide will help you participate 
in our service. If you have any questions about our worship, faith, or how you can be a 
part of our mission to serve God and neighbor in Harrisburg, be sure to talk to our 
pastor. If you would like to indicate your presence to us, please fill out the form on the 
back page of this bulletin and place it in the offering plate.

For Parents:
Children of all ages are welcome to remain with us as we worship. We like the noise; it 
helps us remember we are alive. The following services are available for you and your 
children to get the most out of your time of worship:
Infant & Toddler Care
Infant and toddler care is available on the first floor of the east wing of our building. Ask 
one of our greeters if you need help locating this room. Nursery staff are well-trained, 
have undergone required background checks, and will maintain a safe environment for 
your child(ren). Ask the nursery workers for a copy of our policies for more information.

WELCOME



Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the earth: 
O come, let us adore him. Alleluia. 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid? 
4 One thing have I asked of the Lord, 
that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 
and to inquire in his temple. 
5 For he will hide me in his shelter 
in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
he will lift me high upon a rock. 

Psalm 27:1, 4-5

LITURGY OF PREPARATION



Gathering Hymn -Only A Holy God 

Who else commands all the hosts of heaven
Who else could make every king bow down  
Who else can whisper and darkness trembles
Only a Holy God

What other beauty demands such praises 
What other splendour outshines the sun 
What other majesty rules with justice 
Only a Holy God

Come and behold Him
The One and the Only
Cry out, sing holy
Forever a Holy  God
Come and worship the Holy God

What other glory consumes like fire 
What other power can raise the dead 
What other name remains undefeated 
Only a Holy God

Come and behold Him
The One and the Only
Cry out, sing holy
Forever a Holy  God
Come and worship the Holy God
[2x]

Who else could rescue me from my failing 
Who else would offer His only Son
Who else invites me to call Him Father 
Only a Holy God
Only my Holy God

Come and behold Him
The One and the Only
Cry out, sing holy
Forever a Holy  God
Come and worship the Holy God
[2x] 



Greeting 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
Serve the Lord with gladness! 
Come into his presence with singing! 

-Pslam 100:1-2
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Confession Hymn -Jesus, My Only Hope



Confession of Sin

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises 
declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, 
O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness & Peace

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9
In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven!
Thanks be to God!

Passing of the Peace
[Invitation for congregation to share a sign of peace with one another]



Hymns of Praise and Adoration

Psalm 47 (Clap Your Hands)

Clap your hands lift a shout up to the lord 
He is great he is king over all the earth 
Clap your hands lift a shout up to the lord 
He is great he is king over all the earth 

Sing praises sing praises 
The lord ascends among the voices 
Sing praises sing praises 
The lord ascends among the voices 
[2x]

'Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus

Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus
And to take him at his word
Just to rest upon his promise
And to know, "Thus saith the Lord."

Refrain
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him
How I've proved him o'er and o'er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus
O for grace to trust him more
  
O how sweet to trust in Jesus
Just to trust his cleansing blood
And in simple faith to plunge me
'neath the healing, cleansing flood
 [Refrain]
 

Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus
Just from sin and self to cease
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest, and joy and peace
[Refrain]

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee 
Precious Jesus, Savior, friend
And I know that Thou art with me 
Wilt be with me to the end
[Refrain]



Teach Us Your Ways
 

Teach us Your ways, 
Teach us Your ways
As we learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways

Teach us to give, 
Teach us to give
Give ourselves for one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us to give

Teach us to weep, 
Teach us to weep
Let us weep with one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us to weep

Hallelujah, hallelujah
Let us learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways



Living Our Faith

Psalm Reading

Psalm 53

1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; 
there is none who does good. 

2  God looks down from heaven 
on the children of man 

to see if there are any who understand, 
who seek after God. 

3  They have all fallen away; 
together they have become corrupt; 

there is none who does good, 
not even one. 

4  Have those who work evil no knowledge, 
who eat up my people as they eat bread, 
and do not call upon God? 

5  There they are, in great terror, 
where there is no terror! 

For God scatters the bones of him who encamps against you; 
you put them to shame, for God has rejected them. 

6  Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
When God restores the fortunes of his people, 
let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. 

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD



Old Testament Reading

Proverbs 9:7-12

7 Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, 
and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 

8  Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; 
reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 

9  Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; 
teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 

10  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 

11  For by me your days will be multiplied, 
and years will be added to your life. 

12  If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; 
if you scoff, you alone will bear it. 

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading

Romans 3:9-20

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that 
all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: 

“None is righteous, no, not one; 
11  no one understands; 

no one seeks for God. 
12  All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 

no one does good, 
not even one.” 

13  “Their throat is an open grave; 
they use their tongues to deceive.” 

“The venom of asps is under their lips.” 
14  “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 
15  “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16  in their paths are ruin and misery, 
17  and the way of peace they have not known.” 



18  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin. 

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord!

Matthew 24:43-44

43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon 

Pastor Peter Rowan - “There is No God!”



Creed

Let us affirm the faith of the Church:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended to heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

- The Apostles’ Creed

Offering of Prayers of the People 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.



For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, we pray especially for [...] 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Offering of Gifts

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, 
“I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

Hebrews 13:5

Friends and members of Second City Church support the extension of God’s Kingdom with gifts of bread, wine, talents 
and resources. Guests are not expected to contribute. Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plates, boxes 
on the wall as you leave, or can be made electronically. Instructions for setting up online giving are available at the 
donation boxes.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.



The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

Invitation

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Praise God for His Mighty Acts

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is your living 
Word from before time and for all ages; by him you created all things, and by him you 
make all things new.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:

Sanctus

LITURGY OF THE TABLE



Praise for Christ’s Sacrifice
Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament.  
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.

Calling on the Holy Spirit and Lord’s Prayer
 
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Invitation to the Table

Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us once for all upon the cross!
Therefore, let us keep the feast!

Sharing Holy Communion
Second City Church welcomes all baptized Christians who have made a public profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ in a Christian church to join us in this sacrament. Non-communicants can come forward and ask 
for a blessing. If you need to receive communion in your seat, ask a fellow worshiper to let the communion 
servers know. If you are unable to receive wine, you will find a chalice containing non-alcoholic grape juice 
at the station the pastor is serving. The communion bread is gluten-free. 

Closing Prayer
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give 
you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and 
to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 



Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, 
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 
hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our 
lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn -Barocha
The Lord bless you and keep you    
The Lord make His face shine upon 
you  
And give you peace, and give you 
peace  
And give you peace, forever  

The Lord be gracious to you  
The Lord turn His face, toward you  
And give you peace, and give you 
peace  
And give you peace, forever 

The Lord bless you and keep you    
The Lord make His face shine upon 
you   
And give you peace, and give you 
peace  
And give you peace, forever  
And give you peace, and give you 
peace   
And give you peace, forever

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Amen.



The Altar Flowers today are placed to remind us to pray for our missionaries both 
near and far. 

East of Harrisburg Community group Please contact Lenora Riley at 
clicklenora@gmail.com or Jonathan Matias at graceandtruth@gmail.com for more 
information and to find out the next meeting date and place.

Summer college-student Bible Study
Kristin Barbato has opened her home this summer for a Bible study on Wednesday 
evenings at 7 PM for college students. Email kbarbato@messiah.edu with questions.

Intro to Second City
If you are interested in joining the church or simply learning more about SCC, please join 
Pastor Peter for an Intro to Second City class on August 27th from 8:30-12. Please contact 
Pastor Peter for more information. 

Second Sunday Second City Picnics
This Summer, on the second Sunday of each month, we are going to have a church picnic 
over at Negley park from noon to 2. Negley has grills, a picnic pavilion, tennis and pickleball 
courts, a playground, a large field, and one of the best views of the city, and is only an 8 
minute drive from church. The church will provide sausages, hot dogs, condiments, drinks, 
plates and utensils. Bring a side or salad to share! No need to RSVP. The next picnic will be 
held on August 14th.

Prayer Requests
Please continue to pray for Bill Orner who is in the Intensive care unit at Chestnut Hills 
Hospital in Philadelphia. Bill is struggling to breathe and is very weak. Please pray for Bill 
and his family.

Please also cpray for Chuck Bagley as he waits for a kidney donor. Pray that God would 
soon provide the perfect match and that Chuck would not have to receive dialysis.

Please pray for Cindy Russo. She is still experiencing health issues following her battle 
with COVID 19. Pray that her iron counts come up and that she is able to resume her 
normal activities. 

Cynthia Vander Ark recently had surgery and would love prayer for her healing and 
recovery. Especially pray that she would be able to get rest, get back strength and 
experience no complications. 

ALTAR FLOWERS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS
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ATTRIBUTIONS

Only A Holy God
Words and Music by Dustin Smith, Jonny Robinson 
Michael Farren and Rich Thompson
©2016 City Alight Music, Farren Love And War 
Publishing, Integrity's Alleluia! Music
Integrity's Praise! Music
Used by Permission

Jesus, My Only Hope
Based on the Jesus Prayer
Words and Music by M. Monticchio
Used by Permission

Psalm 47
Words and Music by Poor Bishop Hooper
© 2020 Firstborn Music
Used by permission

Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus
Words by Louisa Stead, 1882
Music by Wm. James Kirkpatrick, 1882

Teach Us Your Ways
By Leslie Jordan, Aaron Keyes, Orlando Palmer, 
Isaac Wardell & Paul Zach
© 2019 Common Hymnal PublishingI, AMSON 
Productions. Integrity Worship Music, ntegrity's 
Alleluia! Music, Integrity's Praise! Music, Little Way 
Creative, Paul Zach Publishing, PG Songs And 
Hymns
Used by Permission

Holy, Most Holy Lord
Words, paraphrase of the sanctus
©2008 Greg Sheer
Used by Permission

Wisdom and Grace
Words and Music by Sandra McCracken
© 2015 Drink Your Tea Music
Used by Permission

Barocha
Words and Music by Michael Card
© 1989 Birdwing Music, Capitol CMG Publishing
Used by Permission

CCLI License #11245570 



Your contact information
If you are our guest and would like to indicate 
your presence with us, or if you’d like to make 
us aware of a change in your contact 
information, fill out this form and place it in the 
offering plate.

______ Visitor
______ Regular Attendee
______ Member

Name(s): 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Address (please include city and zip):

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Phone:_______________________________
_

E-mail:________________________________

Prayer 
Requests:_____________________________
_

Contact us
(717) 232-0604
251 Verbeke St.
Harrisburg, PA 17102
www.secondcitychurch.org

Office hours: 
Tues. - Thurs., 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Pastor
  Peter Rowan
  peter@secondcitychurch.org

Music Coordinator
  Jess Perla
  jess@secondcitychurch.org

Administrator
  Cindy Russo
  office@secondcitychurch.org

Elders
  Dan James
  Jonathan Hendrickson (Clerk)
  Dave Tanis
  Bruce Weatherly

mailto:office@secondcitychurch.org

