
  

Who Are We?

January 16, 2022
Second Sunday After Epiphany



The quest of the Inner Ring will break your hearts unless you break it. But if you break it, a 
surprising result will follow. If in your working hours you make the work your end, you will 
presently find yourself all unawares inside the only circle in your profession that really 
matters. You will be one of the sound craftsmen, and other sound craftsmen will know it. 
This group of craftsmen will by no means coincide with the Inner Ring or the Important 
People or the People in the Know. It will not shape that professional policy or work up that 
professional influence which fights for the profession as a whole against the public: nor will it 
lead to those periodic scandals and crises which the Inner Ring produces. But it will do 
those things which that profession exists to do and will in the long run be responsible for all 
the respect which that profession in fact enjoys and which the speeches and advertisements 
cannot maintain.

- C. S. Lewis, “The Inner Ring”

Becoming the Beloved means letting the truth of our Belovedness beaconing enfleshed in 
everything we think, say or do.  

- Henri Nouwen, Life of the Beloved

These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use them along with your worship guide 
as resources for readings, prayers and hymns. Set in the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), a schedule of daily Bible 
readings in accord with the Church year, these scripture readings are designed around a three-year cycle that will take 
you through the Old Testament once, the New Testament twice, and the Psalms frequently.

Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings copyright © 2005.  
Consultation on Common Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission.

Psalm Old Testament New Testament

Monday the 17th Psalm 145 Isaiah 54:1-8 Romans 12:9-21

Tuesday the 18th Psalm 145 Song of Solomon 4:1-8 1 Corinthians 
1:3-17Wednesday the 

19th
Psalm 145 Song of Solomon 

4:9-5:1
Luke 5:33-39

Thursday Nov. 20th Psalm 19 Isaiah 61:1-7 Romans 7:1-6

Friday the 21st Psalm 19 Nehemiah 2:1-10 Romans 12:1-8

Saturday the 22nd Psalm 19 Nehemiah 5:1-13 Luke 2:39-52

MEDITATION



Second City Church is a community that exists to worship the Triune God  
and to celebrate, in word and deed, the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Harrisburg.

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We hope this guide will help you participate 
in our service. If you have any questions about our worship, faith, or how you can be a 
part of our mission to serve God and neighbor in Harrisburg, be sure to talk to our 
pastor. If you would like to indicate your presence to us, please fill out the form on the 
back page of this bulletin and place it in the offering plate or give it to a greeter.

For Parents:

Children of all ages are welcome to remain with us as we worship. We like the noise; it 
helps us remember we are alive. The following services are available for you and your 
children to get the most out of your time of worship:

Infant & Toddler Care

Infant and toddler care is available on the first floor of the east wing of our building. Ask 
one of our greeters if you need help locating this room. Nursery staff are well-trained, 
have undergone required background checks, and will maintain a safe environment for 
your child(ren). Ask the nursery workers for a copy of our policies for more information.

Children & Worship 

Children & Worship is for children ages preschool through 2nd grade and meets in a 
worship space below the sanctuary during the sermon.  This time is designed to prepare 
them for more fully participating in our liturgy when they are older. They are dismissed 
during the announcements and return during the offertory. New families are welcome to 
tour the space before or after a service if desired.  

WELCOME



Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

Arise, shine, for your light has come!  
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.  
Let us praise the Lord together.  
The sun shall no longer be our light by day, 
nor will the brightness of the moon shine on us, 
for the Lord will be our light,  
and our God will be our glory.
The Lord will be our everlasting light, 
and our days of sorrow will end. 
Come, let us sing to our light and salvation! 

—based on Isaiah 60 

LITURGY OF PREPARATION



Gathering Hymn-O Splendor of God's Glory Bright  

Greeting

Christ manifested in the flesh, Christ revealed in the Spirit. 
Praise the Lord, all you nations. 
Christ contemplated by the angels, Christ worshiped by the Magi. 
Praise the Lord, all you nations. 
Christ believed in the world, Christ exalted in glory.  
Praise the Lord, all you nations. 

- based on 1 Timothy 3:16 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Confession Hymn-Kyrie

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins before God and one another.
God of the Bethlehem star, everyone is searching for your light  
shining in the face of Christ.The Magi sought Christ simply to worship 
him.But Herod sought him to appease his jealous anger.We confess that 
our motives in seeking Jesus are not pure.We do not come simply to 
worship: we come to Christ, asking his benefits of reassurance, health, 
wealth; asking him to fulfill the hundred petitions for requests that we 
heap before him. But the Magi sought first the kingdom. 
Help us, God, to follow their example, putting our own need in 
perspective, worshiping the Christ in love, content to be in your 
presence, and laying our gifts before you. 
Then may we journey, trusting that your goodness and light  
will accompany us all the days of our life. Amen. 



Words of Forgiveness & Peace

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  
To all who have received him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God. 

John 1:9, 12
In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven!
Thanks be to God!

Baptisms of William Henry Meo

Let us affirm the faith of the Church:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended to heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed

Questions for Congregation:

Do you receive William as your family in Christ and do you promise to give the gifts God 
has given to you all to encourage him as he follows Jesus. 
We will.



Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include William now 
before you in your care?
We will.

Affirmations of the Congregation
We will surround William with a community of love and forgiveness, 
that he may grow in his trust of God,
and be found faithful in his service to others.
We will pray for him,
that he may be a true disciple
who walks in the way that leads to life.

Passing of the Peace
[Invitation for congregation to share a sign of peace with one another]

Hymns of Praise and Adoration

Doxology

To Him who is able, 
To keep you from falling 
To Him, to Him, to Him 
To Him, to Him, to Him
 [2x]

We are standing in His presence 
With our garments clean and white 
All glory, honor, power, majesty 
To Jesus Christ

To Him who is able, 
To keep you from falling 

To Him, to Him, to Him 
To Him, to Him, to Him
[2x]

We are standing in His presence 
With our garments clean and white 
All glory, honor, power, majesty 
To Jesus Christ

To Him who is able, 
To keep you from falling 
To Him, to Him, to Him 
To Him, to Him, to Him  



Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night (Jesus I Come)  

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light
Jesus, I come to Thee
Out of my sickness into Thy health
Out of my wanting and into Thy wealth
Out of my sin and into Thyself
Jesus, I come to Thee

Out of my shameful failure and loss
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross
Jesus, I come to Thee
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm 
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm
Out of distress into jubilant psalm
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come
Into Thy blessed will to abide 
Jesus, I come to Thee
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love
Out of despair into raptures above
Upward forever on wings like a dove
Jesus, I come to Thee

Out of the fear and dread of the tomb
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come
Into the joy and light of Thy home
Jesus, I come to Thee
Out of the depths of ruin untold
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold
Ever Thy glorious face to behold
Jesus, I come to Thee

Be Thou My Vision

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true 
Word
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart 
High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art 

High king of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s 
sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall
Still be my vision, O ruler of all  



Living Our Faith

Psalm Reading

Psalm 29

1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 

3  The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord, over many waters. 

4  The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

5  The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

6  He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

7  The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
8  The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

9  The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth 
and strips the forests bare, 
and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 

10  The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 

11  May the Lord give strength to his people! 
May the Lord bless his people with peace! 

LITURGY OF THE WORD



Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be

world without end.  Amen.  Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 43:1-7

But now thus says the Lord, 
he who created you, O Jacob, 

he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you. 
3  For I am the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4  Because you are precious in my eyes, 

and honored, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, 

peoples in exchange for your life. 
5  Fear not, for I am with you; 

I will bring your offspring from the east, 
and from the west I will gather you. 

6  I will say to the north, Give up, 
and to the south, Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from the end of the earth, 

7  everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.”

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.



New Testament Reading

Acts 8:14-17

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they 
received the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke:
Glory to you, O Lord!

Luke 3:15-22

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with 
water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19 But Herod 
the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the 
evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily 
form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!



Sermon

Rev. Peter Rowan - We Are We

Offering of Prayers of the People 

O Jesus, light of the world, come into the dark places of this earth.  
You bring a light from God that only you can shed. Light eternal, your light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. 

We bring to you the darkness of our world in war, starvation, cruelty, and exploitation.  

We bring to you the darkness of our earth, damaged and defaced by pollution.  

We bring to you the darkness of our nation, 
beset with conflict of race and class, religion and politics.  

We bring to you the darkness of our relationships, 
people not looking, not speaking, not listening, not forgiving. 

We bring to you the darkness of our own souls,  
hidden closets we have not visited or cleaned out for years.  

O Jesus, light of the world, be a morning star above for us, a radiance within, the shining all 
around that lets us live in love.  Only then shall we be reflectors of your brightness  
and give glory to God in heaven. Amen.

Offering of Gifts
Friends and members of Second City Church support the extension of God’s Kingdom with gifts of bread, wine, talents 
and resources. Guests are not expected to contribute. Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plates, boxes 
on the wall as you leave, or can be made electronically. Instructions for setting up online giving are available at the 
donation boxes.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow;

praise him all creatures here below;
praise him above ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen



The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
Invitation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Praise God for His Mighty Acts

God of hope, in your Holy Spirit you hovered over the face of the waters in creation, and 
in your pillar of fire you led your people to liberation across the Red Sea. Though the 
waters you brought your people into the life and land of promise. In your Son’s baptism at 
the Jordan we see your creative and liberating purpose at work amid our human flaws and 
failures, and we hear anew with hope the promise of your voice. In our own baptism you 
number us among your saints, created and redeemed for your glory. Thought baptism you 
bury us in death with Christ yet raised us to new life with him forever. And so we gladly 
thank you, with saints and angels and archangels, and all the company of heaven, singing the 
hymn of your unending praise. 

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory 

hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord, 

hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Praise for Christ’s Sacrifice

Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament.  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

LITURGY OF THE TABLE



Calling on the Holy Spirit

We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Invitation to the Table

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you
and feed on him by faith, with thanksgiving.

Sharing Holy Communion

Second City Church welcomes all baptized Christians who have made a public profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ in a Christian church to join us in this sacrament. Non-communicants can come forward and ask 
for a blessing. If you need to receive communion in your seat, ask a fellow worshiper to let the communion 
servers know. If you are unable to receive wine, you will find a chalice containing non-alcoholic grape juice 
at the station the pastor is serving. The communion bread is gluten-free. 



Closing Prayer

Benediction

May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts, transform our lives, and 
brighten the world.  And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, rest 
upon you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn - We Are Walking In The Light of God  

We are walking in the light of God,
We are walking in the light of God.
(Repeat)
We are walking, walking,
We are walking, walking,
We are walking in the light of God.
(Repeat)

We are living in the love of God,
We are living in the love of God,
(Repeat)
We are living, living,
We are living, living,
We are living in the love of God,
(Repeat)

We are moving in the power of God,
We are moving in the power of God,
(Repeat)
We are moving, moving,
We are moving, moving,
We are moving in the power of God.
(Repeat)

We are walking in the light of God,
We are walking in the light of God.
(Repeat)
We are walking, walking,
We are walking, walking,
We are walking in the light of God.
(Repeat)

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Amen.



ALTAR FLOWERS, PRAYER CONCERNS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Altar flowers today are sponsored as a memorial of love and affection for her 
parents, Esther and Harry Hamaker and grandparents, Anna and Harry Yingst by Dottie 
Roden.

Cynthia Liu asks we pray for their neighbor’s mother, Martha Chow, who had a stroke 
prior to Christmas and another one this past week. She is in the ICU in Taiwan. Doctors 
were able to remove one blood clot but there continues to be another one that is not 
accessible. Please pray for recovery and peace for Martha and the opportunity for the 
family to visit.

Dawn, Liberty and Glory Pope have all been quarantining this past week at a local 
hotel due to COVID symptoms. Liberty had some really awful symptoms but is doing 
much better and has returned to school. Dawn and Glory as suffering with some less 
severe symptoms and hope to return to work and school next week. Please pray for Dawn 
and the girls that they would make a full and complete recovery. 

Please continue to pray for the following couples and individuals:
Ed and Anna Camp
Rachel Emerick
Bill and Eleanor Orner and their grandson, Joseph
Erwin Russell and Nancy Green (housing)
Diane Koenig 
Nevin White
Gordon and Elaine Zubrod

Women’s Thursday night prayer meeting is cancelled for this week and until 
you hear otherwise, due to the increase in Covid cases. Cathy Prescott will let you know 
by email when we are ready to start up again. I hope it’s not too long from now!!



OUR STORY + OUR PEOPLE
DOTTIE RODEN

1. What’s a memory of the church that stands out to you?
 
     Some of my most cherished memories are of visiting the church’s shut-ins with all the 

pastors. I started doing this when Rev. Henry Rabb was pastor in the 1940s and I have 
done it within every pastor since. It has been very rewarding — I have gotten as much out 
of it as shut-ins have. They often don’t get visitors otherwise and would not feel as though 
they were part of the church or any church. Many of the younger pastors since the merger 
had never been around old people and really jumped into it and loved it. It helped them 
feel a sense of connection to the church and feel that they belong to the church. 

 
     In addition, I have many memories of events in the church over the years with family. 
My mom was baptized, confirmed and married at this church. I was baptized here by Rev. 
S.C. Hoover. I was also confirmed and married here by Rev. Henry Rabb, and my son was 
baptized, confirmed and married here as well. 

 
     I have many memories of the regular yearly festivals we held at the church for many 
years, as well as my memories from over 50 years of teaching children in the junior 
department, over 50 years of singing in the church choir and many years of playing in the 
bell choir. 

2. How did you come to Second City Church? 

      I was born into Second Church in 1933. My grandparents and parents were members. 
Then my son was born into the church. This church has been a family tradition for us for 
many years. First as Second Reformed Church, then as Second Evangelical Reformed 
Church, and then as United Church of Christ and now as Second City Church. Every 
generation of my family has been involved in the church as deceans, Sunday School teachers, etc. 



3.  What’s kept you here?
 

    When my son, Keith, was called to become the Musical Director at Camp Hill United
Methodist Church, everyone thought I would leave too, but this church is my home. I was born
into this church, lived through so many changes and will die here.

    The shut-in ministry has also kept me here. I have been visiting shut-ins from the time I was a
young adult to the present. I have always loved being around old people. It has become a
tradition that we always go on Wednesdays and have always looked forward to it.
Even through the pandemic, we have tried to continue connecting with this group. We
communicate every month by mail - through a newsletter called The Home Touch.

4. What do you love about Second City Church that you would like to 
share?  

    The friendliness of the people. If strangers come into the church, they are always greeted and 
made to feel welcome.  
 
    It was a big adjustment for both congregations when the churches merged but it has been a 
perfect marriage. We had different traditions but we blended together beautifully.

 



Your contact information

If you are our guest and would like to indicate your 
presence with us, or if you’d like to make us aware 
of a change in your contact information, fill out this 
form and place it in the offering plate.

______ Visitor

______ Regular Attendee

______ Member

Name(s): 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Address (please include city and zip):

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Phone:________________________________

E-mail:________________________________

Notes:________________________________ 

Contact us

(717) 232-0604
251 Verbeke St.
Harrisburg, PA 17102
www.secondcitychurch.org

Office hours: Tues. - Thurs.,
   9:30 AM - 3:30 PM

Pastor
Peter Rowan
peter@secondcitychurch.org

Music Director
Jess Perla
Jess@secondcitychurch.org

Administrator
Cindy Russo
office@secondcitychurch.org

Church Elders
 Jonathan Hendrickson (Clerk)
 Daniel James
 Dave Tanis
 Bruce Weatherly  

mailto:office@secondcitychurch.org

