
  

Becoming the Gospel: Christ is Proclaimed
September 19, 2021

Seventeenth Sunday of Trinitytide



Almighty God, 
give me the wisdom to perceive you,

 intelligence to understand you, 
diligence to seek you, 

patience to wait for you, 
eyes to behold you, 

a heart to meditate upon you, 
and a life to proclaim you.   

- Benedict of Nursia, 480-550

If we do not bear the cross of the master, we will have to bear the cross of the world. . . 
Which cross have you taken up?

-  Sadhu Sundar Singh, 1889-1929

Readings for the coming week
These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use them along with your worship guide 
as resources for readings, prayers and hymns. Set in the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), a schedule of daily Bible 
readings in accord with the Church year, these scripture readings are designed around a three-year cycle that will take 
you through the Old Testament once, the New Testament twice, and the Psalms frequently.

Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings copyright © 2005.  
Consultation on Common Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission.

Psalm Old Testament New Testament

Monday the 20th Psalm 128 Proverbs 27:1-27 James 4:8-17

Tuesday, the 21st Psalm 128 Ecclesiastes 
4:9-16

James 5:1-6

Wednesday the 22nd Psalm 128 Ecclesiastes 
5:1-20

John 8:21-38

Thursday the 23rd Psalm  124 Esther 1:1-21 Acts 4:13-31

Friday the 24th Psalm  124 Esther 2:1-23 Acts 12:20-25

Saturday the 25th Psalm  124 Esther 3:1-15 Matthew 5:13-20

�1

MEDITATIONS



Second City Church is a community that exists 
to worship the Triune God  

and to celebrate, in word and deed, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Harrisburg.

WHO we are? Second City Church is a community that exists to worship 
the Triune God and to celebrate, in word and deed, the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in Harrisburg.

WHAT is the Gospel? It is the announcement (literally “good news”) that 
Jesus’ cross and resurrection were the beginning of salvation for the entire 
cosmos and will be completed when he returns. God is restoring the peace 
(shalom) of his creation through the work of Christ and is renewing people, 
families, neighborhoods, cities and nations, as people trust and follow him. 

HOW do we celebrate the Gospel? Through faithful proclamation and 
obedient demonstration. Weekly worship services are the core opportunity for 
everyone to know how God is setting things right and to thank him publicly for 
it. This public celebration spills over to the rest of our lives where we serve 
our neighbors as Christ has served us.

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We hope this guide will help you 
participate in our service. If you have any questions about our worship, faith, or 
how you can be a part of our mission to serve God and neighbor in 
Harrisburg, be sure to talk to our pastor. If you would like to indicate your 
presence to us or include a prayer request, please fill out the form on the back 
page of this bulletin and place it in one of the slotted boxes in the back of the 
Social Hall.  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WELCOME



�
Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen!
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
Serve the Lord with gladness! 
Come into his presence with singing! 
Know that the Lord, he is God! 
It is he who made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
For the Lord is good; 
his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Psalm 100

LITURGY OF PREPARATION



Gathering Hymn - What A Beautiful Name  
You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You Our Christ

What a beautiful Name it is
What a beautiful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus

You didn’t want heaven without us
So Jesus You brought heaven down
My sin was great, Your love was greater
What could separate us now

What a wonderful Name it is
What a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is
Nothing compares to this

What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of 
Jesus

Death could not hold You,
the veil tore before You
You silenced the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring, 
the praise of Your glory
For You are raised to life again

You have no rival, You have no equal
Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory
Yours is the Name above all names

What a powerful Name it is
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus 

Greeting

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:4-7
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.

Confession Hymn -Kyrie



Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God
Have mercy on me a sinner

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God
Have mercy on me a sinner

Kyrie Eleison
Lord Jesus Christ 

Kyrie Eleison
Have mercy on me a sinner
Have mercy on me a sinner

Confession of Sin 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;  
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises 
declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most 
merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
your holy Name. Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness & Peace



For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh 
the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making 
peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
killing the hostility. 

Ephesians 2:14-16
Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus our sins are forgiven
Thanks be to God!

Passing of the Peace
[Invitation for congregation to share a sign of peace with one another]

Hymns of Praise and Adoration

Doxology

To Him who is able, 
To keep you from falling 
To Him, to Him, to Him 
To Him, to Him, to Him (x2)
  
We are standing in His presence 
With our garments clean and white 
All glory, honor, power, majesty 
To Jesus Christ

To Him who is able, 
To keep you from falling 
To Him, to Him, to Him 
To Him, to Him, to Him (x2)  

Blessed Assurance

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine



Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine
Heir of salvation, purchase of God
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood 

This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long

Perfect submission, perfect delight
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight
Angels descending, bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love

This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long

Perfect submission, all is at rest
I in my Savior am happy and blest
Watching and waiting, looking above
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love

This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long 

Oh! Great Is Our God!

Oh! Great is our God! 
So we should worship greatly!!



No song is too loud! 
No orchestra too stately
To hail the majesty of our King
So lift your voices loud as we sing

Oh! Great is our God! 
So let our songs be endless!!
So awesome His ways,
how could we comprehend them?
So we will make it known to our kids
And we will sing about the gracious gifts You give

We will sing Your praise and pour forth Your fame
We will bless Your name
Let every one give thanks, because our God is great!

Oh! Great is our God! 
And we cannot contain it!
We sing from our souls, 
affected by His greatness
His mercy covers all that He's made
Showing His glory and His grace

We will sing Your praise and pour forth Your fame
We will bless Your name
Let every one give thanks, because our God is great!
[ 3x ]  

Teach Us Your Ways

Teach us Your ways, 
Teach us Your ways



As we learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways

Teach us to give, 
Teach us to give
Give ourselves for one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us to give

Teach us to weep, 
Teach us to weep
Let us weep with one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us to weep

Hallelujah, hallelujah
Let us learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways

Teach us Your ways, 
Teach us Your ways
As we learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways 

Living Our Faith

Blessing Our Children

Psalm Reading
Psalm 138



1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
before the gods I sing your praise; 

2  I bow down toward your holy temple 
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, 
for you have exalted above all things 
your name and your word. 

3  On the day I called, you answered me; 
my strength of soul you increased. 

4  All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lord, 
for they have heard the words of your mouth, 

5  and they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 
for great is the glory of the Lord. 

6  For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, 
but the haughty he knows from afar. 

7  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
you preserve my life; 

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 
and your right hand delivers me. 

8  The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; 
your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. 
Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Ame

Old Testament Reading

LITURGY OF THE WORD



Ezekiel 37:7-10

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there 
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there 
was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

The Word of the Lord:  
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading
Philippians 1:12-18

12  I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard 
and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having 
become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word 
without fear. 

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The 
latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The 
former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my 
imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ 
is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.

The Word of the Lord:  
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark:  
Glory to you, O Lord!

John 15:19-21

If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember 
the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, 



they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these 
things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent 
me. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon - Rev. Peter Rowan - Becoming the Gospel: Christ is Proclaimed

Creed

Let us affirm the faith of the Church:

Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

Offering of Prayers of the People
A time of prayer for the newly baptized and the new members.

Offering of Gifts



We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not 
as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to 
us.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5

Friends and members of Second City Church support the extension of God’s Kingdom with gifts of bread, wine, talents 
and resources. Guests are not expected to contribute. Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plates, boxes 
on the wall as you leave, or can be made electronically. Instructions for setting up online giving are available at the 
donation boxes.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Amen

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

Invitation
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  

LITURGY OF THE TABLE



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Praise God for His Mighty Acts
Loving God, you made this world marvelous for us to enjoy.  
You gave Jesus to be our Savior and friend and to bring us to you.  
You sent your Spirit to make us one family in Christ.  
For these gifts of your love we thank you,  
and we join with angels and saints in this joyful hymn of praise:

Sanctus

Praise for Christ’s Sacrifice
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith.`
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.

Calling on the Holy Spirit and Lord’s Prayer
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, saying;

Our Father, who art in heaven:  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  



for ever and ever.  
Amen.

Invitation to the Table
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Sharing Holy Communion
Second City Church welcomes all baptized Christians who have made a public profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ in a Christian church to join us in this sacrament. Non-communicants can come forward and ask 
for a blessing. If you need to receive communion in your seat, ask a fellow worshiper to let the communion 
servers know. If you are unable to receive wine, you will find a chalice containing non-alcoholic grape juice 
at the station the pastor is serving. The communion bread is gluten-free. 

Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ: 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members 
of the body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now 
Father, send us out into the world to do the work you have given us to 
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To 
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen.

Benediction
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

2 Corinthians 13:14

Closing Hymn -  We Abide, We Abide  

We are the vineyard You have planted 
Tend our leaves and wild branches 
we abide, we abide in You 
We abide, we abide in You 



Fruit growing from our strength and labor 
rain on us with grace and favor 
we abide, we abide in You 
We abide, we abide in You.

Where can my soul find living water? 
Apart from You we bear no fruit!
O plant my feet down by the river 
we abide, we abide in You

We are the vineyard You have planted 
Tend our leaves and wild branches 
we abide, we abide in You 
We abide, we abide in You 

Where can my soul find living water? 
Apart from You we bear no fruit! 
O plant my feet down by the river 
we abide, we abide in You  

Dismissal

Let us go forth into the world,  
as the Family of the Father,
as the Redeemed of the Son,
and as the Fellowship of the Spirit.
Amen.  



ATTRIBUTIONS

MUSIC:

What a Beautiful Name
    Words and Music by Ben Fielding
    and Brooke Ligertwood
   © 2016 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia
   Administrators: Hill Song Music Publishing 
   Australia
   Used by Permission
 

Kyrie
Words: Early Greek
Music: Russian Orthodox Liturgy
Used by Permission

Doxology
Words and Music by Sandra McCracken
© 2016 Drink Your Tea Music
Administrators: Essential Music Publishing 
LLC
Used by Permission

Blessed Assurance
Words by Fanny J. Crosby, 1880
Music by Phoebe Palmer Knapp, 1880

How Great is Our God
Words and Music by Brian Eichelberger
© 2012 on the Eye Chart, Songs from the 
Penalty Box
Administrators: Music Services, Inc.
Used by Permission

Teach Us Your Ways
Words and Music by Isaac Wardell, Leslie 
Jordan, Orlando Palmer & Paul Zach
© 2019 Common Hymnal Publishing
 IAMSON Productions, Integrity Worship 
Music, Integrity’s Alleluia! Music, Integrity’s 
Praise! Music, Little Way Creative, Paul Zach 
Publishing, PG Songs and Hymns
Administrators: Integrity Music
Used by Permission

Gloria Patri
Lesser Doxology

Doxology
Thomas Ken (1674)

Sanctus
Words: Traditional
Music by Patrick Schlabs, 
Music © 2012 Patrick Schwabs
Used by Permission

We Abide, We Abide In You
Words and Music by Sandra McCracken, Isaac 
Wardell, Liz Vice and Paul Zach
© 2017 Hymns from the Porter’s Gate 
(ASCAP) and Porter’s Gate (SESAC).
Administrators: Essential Music Publishing
Used by Permission

Communion Music:
Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me
Words by Thomas T. Lynch, 1855
Music by Richard Redhead, 1853

I Love to Tell the Story
Words by A. Catherine Hankey, 1866
Music by Wm. G. Fisher, 1869

Break Thou the Bread of Life
Words by Mary A. Lathbury, 1877
Music by Wm. F. Sherwin, 1877

All music used under CCLI License 
#11245570



ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

Please be in prayer for the following people:
•Ed & Anna Camp
•Lois Meighan (Kacy Cope’s mother)

•Bill Orner
•Elista (Tiny) Vinnie
•Mary Watts
•Nevin White
•Gordon & Elaine Zubrod

Shaffer Retreat Camp Out, Worship Service and Picnic
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 23rd and Sunday, October 24th. More 
details to come in the following weeks.

Adult Sunday School
Join us for Adult Sunday School at 9 am in the Orange Room. Anyone over the age of 
16 is welcome to attend. Bruce Weatherly and Gordon Zubrod will alternate teaching 
each month.

Children & Worship
Children & Worship resumed on Sunday, September 12th.  If you would like to help 
with this program, please contact Jessi Gazsi at jessica.gazsi@gmail.com

Nursery
The nursery is open but we could use more helpers. Please contact Jessi Gazsi at 
jessica.gazsi@gmail.com if you are interested in helping.

Rides Needed for Paxton Ministries Residents
There are a couple of residents from Paxton Ministries on Paxton Street in Harrisburg 
who would like to come to church at Second City. If you are able to give them a ride, 
please contact Dawn Pope at (717) 856-3680.

Hang Out at the Playground
Plan to join us today, Sunday, September 19th and again on Sunday, October 3rd after 
the worship service at the playground on Penn and Seyford Streets for a fun time of 
singing and a children’s lesson.  See Pastor Peter Rowan or Jessi Gazsi with questions.

The Altar flowers today are placed in celebration of our many new  
members!

mailto:jessica.gazsi@gmail.com
mailto:jessica.gazsi@gmail.com


Your contact information
If you are our guest and would like to indicate 

your presence with us, or if you’d like to make 

us aware of a change in your contact 

information, fill out this form and place it in the 

offering plate.

___ Visitor 

___ Regular Attendee  

___ Member

Name(s):

____________________
_  
____________________
_  
____________________
_
Address (please include city and zip):

____________________
_  
____________________
_  
____________________
_

Phone: 

__________________
E-mail: 

__________________


