
 

 

 
Worship Service for Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 

 
Prelude 

Better is One Day in your courts, better is one day in your house 
Better is One Day in your courts than thousands elsewhere. 

 
All with joyful exultation let us sing to God our praise. 

To the rock of our salvation loud hosannas raise! 
 

Welcome  
 
 

Call to Worship  
 

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 
We praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph, and was hailed as King by those who spread their garments 
and branches of palm along his way. Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God 
of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty 
acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 



 

 

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
Hymn of Praise - Sanctus 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

Let us confess our to God and to one another.   
O King of Glory, 
we confess that our praise of your majesty has often been faint, 
our performance as citizens of your kingdom treasonous. 
For we have surrendered to the enemy by our secret and our known sins. For 
our treason you died, Lord Jesus. 
For our restoration, you rose again. 
Draw us closer to you in this Holy Week, 
that our eyes may catch the vision of your tears, 
and our hearts, the wonder of your grace. 
By the Holy Spirit’s continuing discipline, 
let us be loyal and loving servants of the King. 
Praise be to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Time of silent confession.  

 

Words of Forgiveness and Peace 
 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

John 1:9-13 
In Christ Jesus our sins are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God! 



 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Take a moment and extend the peace of Christ. 
 

Hymn of Praise 
 

Glory be to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, forevermore. 
 
 

Blessing the Children 
 

Jesus loves you this we know 
For the bible tells us so 

Little ones to Him belong 
They are weak but He is strong 

 
Yes Jesus loves you 
Yes Jesus loves you 
Yes Jesus loves you 
The Bible tells me so 

 

Scripture Reading 
 
Psalm Reading 

 
Psalm 118:1-5, 24-29 

 
1 Give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious; * his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Let Israel now confess that he is gracious, * that his mercy endures for ever. 
3 Let the house of Aaron now confess * that his mercy endures for ever. 
4 Indeed, let those who fear the Lord confess * that his mercy endures for ever. 
5 I called upon the Lord in trouble, * and the Lord heard me and set me free.  
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; * we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Help me now, O Lord; * O Lord, send us now prosperity. 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord; *  
we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27 God is the Lord, who has shown us light; * 
bind the sacrifice with cords, even to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will thank you; * you are my God, and I will exalt you. 



 

 

29 O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious; * his mercy endures for ever. 
 

 

Gloria Patri 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

Zechariah 9:9-10 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
    righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
    and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
    and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

 
The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 

 

New Testament Reading 
 

Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed 
on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee 



 

 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
The Word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation - Lead me Lord (Psalm 5:8) 
 

Lead me Lord, lead me in Thy righteousness 
Make Thy way plain before my face. 

 
Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John: 
Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
John 12:1-19 

 
Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha 
served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary therefore took 
a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus 
and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why 
was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He said 
this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having 
charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, 
“Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you 
always have with you, but you do not always have me.” 
9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only 
on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So 
the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of 
him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, 
crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King 
of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 
15  

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 



 

 

    sitting on a donkey's colt!” 
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done 
to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb 
and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd 
went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to 
one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after 
him.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
 

Homily | Pastor Peter Rowan 
 

Confession of Faith  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  

Apostles ’Creed 
 

Offering and Prayer for the Offering 

Prayers 
 

Christ, we pray that you would hear our prayers, 
and graft in our minds the same mind that is in you, 
that we might be vessels of your humility and grace. 
 
Lord Jesus, you emptied yourself, trading in the form of God for the form of a slave; 
we pray for the Church, and all her people and ministers. 
Form us into a Church that empties itself for others, and for you. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



 

 

Lord Jesus, you were born in human likeness, and found in human form; 
we pray for the whole human family, for the nations of the earth, 
and for all who live in the midst of disease, disaster, famine, homelessnes, 
unemployment. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus, even after humbling yourself in your incarnation, 
you humbled yourself even to the point of death; 
we pray for our nation, our leaders,and all the people who live within these borders. 
We pray for those who are on the front lines of our current crisis. 
Bless us with your humility. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In your exaltation, O Lord, you were given the name that is above every name; 
we pray in your name for those who are poor,those who are hungry, and those who 
are hurting in any way.Give them your grace. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We also pray, in your name O Lord, 
for those who are particularly on our hearts now (time of open prayer); 
give them the gift of healing, strength, and life. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You humbled yourself in the manger, 
and you humbled yourself on the cross; 
and to you O Lord we bend our knee 
with those above and those below, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Now, let us pray as our Lord taught:  
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory Forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 

The general thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 



 

 

whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and 
for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only 
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time, with one accord to make our 
common supplications to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will grant their 
requests: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise - Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side, 
Those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 

No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright. 

 
Crown Him the Lord of Heaven, enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the King to Whom is given the wondrous name of Love. 
Crown Him with many crowns, as thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, for He is King of all. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of lords, who over all doth reign, 
Who once on earth, the incarnate Word, for ransomed sinners slain, 

Now lives in realms of light, where saints with angels sing 
Their songs before Him day and night, their God, Redeemer, King. 

 
 

Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow  

Praise Him all creatures here below  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost Amen 
 



 

 

Benediction 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.  

Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 


